How Do I Identify a Victim of Human Trafficking?

A victim:

Has unexplained absences from school for a period of time, and is therefore a truant
Demonstrates an inability to attend school on a regular basis

Chronically runs away from home

Makes references to frequent travel to other cities

Exhibits bruises or other physical trauma, withdrawn behavior, depression, or fear
Lacks control over her or his schedule or identification documents

Is hungry-malnourished or inappropriately dressed (based on weather conditions or
surroundings)

Shows signs of drug addiction

Additional signs that may indicate sex-related trafficking include:

Demonstrates a sudden change in attire, behavior, or material possessions (e.g., has
expensive items)

Makes references to sexual situations that are beyond age-specific norms
Has a “boyfriend” who is noticeably older (10+ years)

Makes references to terminology of the commercial sex industry that are beyond age
specific norms; engages in promiscuous behavior and may be labeled “fast” by peers

How Do | Report a Suspected Incident of Human Trafficking?

In cases of immediate emergencies, it is best to call your local police department or
emergency access number.

You can report suspected trafficking crimes or get help by calling the national 24/7 toll-free
Human Trafficking Resource Center at 1-888-373-7888. This center will help you determine if
you have encountered a victim of human trafficking; identify local resources available in
your community to help victims; and coordinate with local social service providers to help
protect and serve victims so they can begin the process of rehabilitation and restoring their
lives. When appropriate, the Resource Center makes referrals to local organizations that
assist victims with counseling, case management, legal advice, and other appropriate
services, as well as to law enforcement agencies that help trapped victims reach safety.

For sexually exploited or abused minors call the National Center for Missing and Exploited
Children’s (NCMEC) hotline at 1-800-THE-LOST to be connected with the most appropriate
assistance in your area, or you can report incidents at http://www.cybertipline.org.

You can report suspected instances of trafficking or worker exploitation by contacting the
FBI field office nearest you at http://www.fbi.gov/contact/fo/fo.htm or by contacting the
Department of Justice’s Human Trafficking Office at 1-888-428-7581.

e How Does the United States Help Victims of Human Trafficking?

The U.S. government supports a victim-centered approach. It funds a national public awareness campaign
and a number of nongovernmental organizations that assist victims. The U.S. government seriously pursues
human trafficking cases and prosecutes the traffickers. For a complete assessment of U.S. government
efforts to combat trafficking in persons, please visit the U.S. Department of Justice Web site:
http://Iwww.usdoj.gov/iwhatwedo/whatwedo_ctip.html.

Parents and teacher are encouraged to have open discussions with their students to alert them to
the dangers of sex trafficking and equip them with the resource numbers above. In many
communities, there are local anti-trafficking advocacy groups who can do presentations at the
schools to raise awareness of the issues.
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